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LIVING AND WORKING ABROAD

You’ve probably seen TV programmes about buying second
homes in southern Europe. But did you know it’s the European
Union that makes this feasible? In fact, agreements reached at
EU level allow us all to live and work in any other member state.
You can also retire abroad and arrange to have your pension
paid there.

In 2006, a new law came into force, simplifying the formalities
for people and their families to move or live anywhere on EU
territory. () For instance, if you stay in another member state
for under three months, all you need is your UK passport. If you
are staying for longer, you will be registered in the host country
as long as you have a job or enough money to keep you going
and comprehensive sickness insurance. After five years of con-
tinuous residence, EU citizens are no longer subject to any con-
ditions on residence and can only be deported in exceptional
circumstances.

And when you go to another EU country on holiday, you can,
as a UK citizen, get emergency health care too. The European
Health Insurance Card (EHIC) entitles you to reduced-cost and
sometimes free medical treatment anywhere in the EU, Norway,
Switzerland and some other countries. The card is valid for be-
tween three and five years and the quickest way to get one is to
apply online:

http://www.ehic.org/index.html

Alternatively, you can apply by phone: 0845 606 2030 or pick
up a form at your post office.

And don’t forget: if you’re travelling outside the EU and there
is no UK embassy in that country, you are entitled to consular
protection from the embassy of any other EU member state on
the same terms as its own nationals (see chapter 5 for more on
this subject).
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() Directive 2004/38/EC
- Official Journal
of the EU, L229 of
29/6/04
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We’ve outlined a good many ways in which the European Union
matters to our everyday lives here in the UK. In some British
newspapers, however, you hear less about these things and
more about far-fetched claims which politicians or reporters
make about the EU. Often the stories are untrue or distorted and
so give the public the impression of time-wasting, pen-pushing
and undue interference in our everyday lives. Here are just a few
reports from 2007-2008 that we in the UK Representation would
like to correct.

The EU is doing away with 999 as our emergency number

No, itisn’t. You are still perfectly free to dial 999. What member
states have agreed to is a second number, 112, which also puts
you through to the police, ambulance and fire brigade in ANY EU
country. And that could be life-saving next time you’re on the
continent. Just remember1+ 1= 2.

The EU is trying to wipe England off the map

and merge us into continental regions

The EU doesn’t have anything like the power to get rid of coun-
tries, however big or small. In fact, without nation states, the EU
couldn’t operate in its current form.

The story behind the hype is that the UK has been taking part
since the mid 1990s in groups made up of cross-border regions.
These groupings exist purely to give regions with similar needs
and goals collective access to EU funding for development, or
to help them address other common interests such as environ-
ment, transport or tourism. The plans for making this money
available have been quite transparent and involve the UK au-
thorities at all relevant levels. >
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