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Abstract

This study examines party contestation over Europe in mediated public
discourses across seven countries: Britain, France, Germany, the Netherlands,
[taly, Spain, and non-EU Switzerland. It uses an original and new type of data
on party claims-making, drawn from media sources, to test leading hypotheses
from the literature (Mair, Kriesi, Hooghe/Marks) on party contestation over
Europe, its relationship to the left/right cleavage, and the nature and emergence
of Euroscepticism. Cross-nationally, we generally find pro-European party
debates at the aggregate level that are moving in the Eurosceptic direction, with
Britain the exception, whose debates are pitched more towards Euroscepticism
but becoming more pro-European. Party-level findings show pro-Europeanist
stances strongly advanced by centre-left and liberal parties, compared to the
centre-right, and Euroscepticism is significantly mobilised by four right parties:
the Swiss Schweizerische Volkspartei (SVP), British Conservative Party, Italian
coalition il Polo della Liberta, and German Christlich-Soziale Union in Bayern
(CSU). Hence like Kriesi, we witness Euroscepticism not only at the margins,
but increasing and mobilised by the mainstream right. With regard to whether
this transformation is a modified deft/rightd (Hooghe/Marks) or thew0 (Kriesi)
cleavage our findings are mixed. In addition, we consider that TAN (traditional-
authoritarian-nationalist) Gew politicsO themes are important to this
Euroscepticism, but see TAN critiques to be grounded in civic-political rather

than cultural and/or xenophobic opposition to European integration.
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Introduction

[t is well known that contestation over Europe produces strange bedfellows,
bringing together those who, as one activist candidly put it, Gwould not want to
be seen dead in the same coffinO (Forster 2002: 60). Opposition to Europe often
comes from the far left and far right, whereas centre parties tend to suspend
normal hostilities and advocate a generally pro-integrationist line. Outside this
trend, at least one mainstream party, the British Conservatives, has experienced
deep internal divisions over Europe that seriously threatened its existence. At
face value, these examples show that party behaviour over Europe appears to be
exceptional and atypical. This also poses deeper questions about partiesO
European contestation, regarding its sources from among the parties, whether its
contents is GtrategicOor Gdeological@ whether patterns hold cross-nationally, and

its potential for transforming the basis of party politics.

Such topics are much debated. One research field concerns the source of
Euroscepticism and whether it comes from the periphery as a challenge to the
core of the political system (e.g., Taggart 1998). Another related field questions
the relationship of party alignments over Europe to traditional ones, and
especially the left/right cleavage. For some, party contestation over Europe is
largely issue-specific, with few Gpill over0 effects and limited general Glirectd
impacts on the format and mechanics of national party politics (Mair 2000). By
contrast, for others, it constitutes part of the emergence of a new cleavage in the
Rokkanian sense that is restructuring a transformation of the political space in

Western Europe (Kriesi 2005/7; Kriesi et al 2006).

This article studies the ways that national political parties position themselves
over European issues, relative to one another, within their mass-mediated public
discourses. With the notable exception of Kriesi (2007, et al 2006), the media is

surprisingly an underused data source for party positions. Peter MairG insightful



review argues compellingly for this research direction (2006:13/14): Gn addition
to the imputed location of a party® core identity, and in addition to the
evidence provided by formal policies which it adopts or is obliges to adopt, we
need to know more about how Europe actually plays in national political

discourse, as well as about the way in which it is conceived.®

Mass-mediated claims by political parties are an important source of data for
party contestation, because it is through national public discourses that issues are
made visible to citizens, and this is the medium through which parties attempt to
mobilise their campaigns and get their message across to potential voters. This
study uses an original data source of claims-making by actors with a party
political identity. The sample includes seven Western European countries,

Britain, France, Germany, the Netherlands, Italy, Spain, and the non-EU
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